
Toys That Build Kindergarten Readiness 
As birthdays and the holiday season approach, many parents and grandparents begin 
searching for the perfect gift. It's easy to be drawn to toys that promise to teach reading, math, 
or other academic skills with the push of a button. But when it comes to preparing a child for 
kindergarten, the best toys often look surprisingly simple. 

Blocks, puzzles, pretend play, art supplies, and games may not advertise themselves as 
"educational," yet they help children develop the very skills they'll use every day in the 
classroom. The key isn't finding the fanciest toy—it's choosing toys that encourage children to 
explore, create, solve problems, and play. 

If you're wondering what to look for when shopping for the preschooler in your life, here are 
some tips to help you choose gifts that are both fun and full of learning. 

Fine Motor Skills 
These strengthen the muscles needed for writing, cutting, and self-help tasks. 

●​ Play-Doh or modeling clay 
●​ Magna-Tiles or other magnetic tiles 
●​ LEGO DUPLO bricks 
●​ Mega Bloks 
●​ Lincoln Logs 
●​ Melissa & Doug Lacing Beads 
●​ Peg boards 
●​ Lite-Brite 
●​ Pop beads 
●​ Nuts and bolts construction sets 
●​ Wooden threading toys 
●​ Construction toys with screwdrivers 
●​ Mr. Potato Head 
●​ Kinetic sand with molds 
●​ Jumbo tweezers and sorting sets 

 

Problem Solving & Critical Thinking 
●​ Wooden block sets 
●​ Pattern blocks 
●​ Shape sorters 



●​ Tangram puzzles 
●​ Jigsaw puzzles (24–100 pieces depending on age) 
●​ Marble runs 
●​ Dominoes 
●​ Gear building sets 
●​ Balance games 
●​ Logic games designed for preschoolers 

 

Pretend Play & Language Development 
●​ Play kitchen 
●​ Grocery store set 
●​ Cash register 
●​ Doctor kit 
●​ Veterinarian kit 
●​ Tool bench 
●​ Dollhouse 
●​ Dolls with accessories 
●​ Stuffed animals 
●​ Puppet theater 
●​ Puppets 
●​ Dress-up costumes 
●​ Toy food 
●​ Play camping set 
●​ Tea set 
●​ Airport or train station play set 

 

Building & Engineering 
●​ Wooden unit blocks 
●​ Magna-Tiles 
●​ LEGO DUPLO 
●​ Bristle Blocks 
●​ Tinkertoys 
●​ K'NEX Kid sets 
●​ Fort-building kits 
●​ Cardboard building bricks 
●​ Marble run 
●​ Construction vehicle sets 



 

Early Math Skills 
●​ Counting bears 
●​ Pattern blocks 
●​ Linking cubes 
●​ Number puzzles 
●​ Balance scale 
●​ Sorting trays 
●​ Shape puzzles 
●​ Dominoes 
●​ Dice games 
●​ Abacus 

 

Literacy & Language 
●​ Alphabet puzzles 
●​ Magnetic letters 
●​ Storytelling cubes 
●​ Picture sequencing cards 
●​ Picture dictionaries 
●​ Letter matching games 
●​ Felt story board 
●​ Rhyming games 
●​ Picture books (lots of them!) 

 

Social Skills & Self-Regulation 
Simple board games help children learn to: 

●​ take turns 
●​ follow rules 
●​ handle disappointment 
●​ celebrate others 
●​ wait patiently 

Great games include: 



●​ Candy Land 
●​ Hi Ho! Cherry-O 
●​ Sneaky, Snacky Squirrel Game 
●​ Zingo! 
●​ Hoot Owl Hoot! 
●​ First Orchard 
●​ Outfoxed! Jr. 
●​ Count Your Chickens 
●​ Animal Upon Animal Junior 

 

Creativity & Imagination 
●​ Easel 
●​ Washable paint 
●​ Crayons 
●​ Markers 
●​ Colored pencils 
●​ Dot markers 
●​ Safety scissors 
●​ Construction paper 
●​ Stickers 
●​ Stamps 
●​ Sidewalk chalk 
●​ Watercolor paints 
●​ Modeling clay 
●​ Craft kits 
●​ Blank journals 

 

Gross Motor Skills 
●​ Balance bike 
●​ Scooter 
●​ Jump rope 
●​ Hopper ball 
●​ Stepping stones 
●​ Tunnel 
●​ Bean bags 
●​ Parachute 
●​ Mini basketball hoop 



●​ Ring toss 
●​ Bowling set 
●​ Foam obstacle course pieces 

 

Sensory Play 
●​ Water table 
●​ Sand table 
●​ Kinetic sand 
●​ Sensory bins 
●​ Water beads (with close supervision) 
●​ Scoops and funnels 
●​ Measuring cups 
●​ Play foam 
●​ Rice or bean sensory bins 

 

Outdoor Exploration 
●​ Bug-catching kit 
●​ Magnifying glass 
●​ Kid-sized binoculars 
●​ Garden tools 
●​ Watering can 
●​ Nature scavenger hunt cards 
●​ Kite 
●​ Sidewalk chalk 
●​ Bubble machine 
●​ Balance stepping logs 

 

Grandparent Favorites 
These are gifts that tend to become favorites and are often enjoyed for years: 

●​ Wooden train set 
●​ Dollhouse 
●​ Play kitchen 



●​ Magna-Tiles 
●​ Wooden block set 
●​ LEGO DUPLO 
●​ Balance bike 
●​ Art easel 
●​ Puppet theater 
●​ Large book collection 
●​ Tool workbench 
●​ Pretend grocery store 
●​ Marble run 
●​ Fort-building kit 
●​ Wooden doll family 

The best gifts aren't always the ones with the most buttons, lights, or batteries. They're the ones 
that invite children to imagine, build, create, move, and discover. Through play, preschoolers 
strengthen the skills they'll need for kindergarten—often without even realizing they're learning. 

The next time you're shopping for a birthday, Christmas, or "just because" gift, think beyond 
what's popular. Choose toys that encourage curiosity, creativity, and confidence. Those are the 
gifts that will be played with again and again—and the ones that help lay a strong foundation for 
a successful start to kindergarten. 
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